
When you understand God’s sovereignty, 
then you will change how you are living! 

1 Thessalonians 5:4–6 ESV “5:4 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that 
day to surprise you like a thief. 

5:5 For you are all children of  light, children of  the day. We are not of  the 
night or of  the darkness. 

5:6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober.” 

Remember, we have a desire to live a successful life which is a life lived for the Lord which has a 
positive impact on my family, friends, and ones I come in contact with for the Lord. 

Successful life is a life where others see a difference in my life. 
Successful life is a life where others see a hope in my life, even during the most strenuous days. 

A successful life is not an easy life.  Easiness has nothing to do with being successful.  Cruising 
through life with no difficulties does not mean one has been successful at living. 

Living a successful life will be filled with difficult choices.   
Living a successful life will be filled with heartache and pain.   
Living a successful life will be filled with suffering.   
Living a successful life is following obedience to Jesus, even when the decision is difficult. 
Living a successful life is facing and confessing the sin in your life. 

Lesson #10 - To live a successful life, I must express my gratefulness for all things. 
Lesson #9 - To live a successful life, I must build my life according to Jesus’ teachings. 
Lesson #8 - To live a successful life, I must forgive others. 
Lesson #7 - To live a successful life, I must face the sin in my life. 
Lesson #6 - To live a successful life, I must understand the powerful effect my words can have 

on others. 
Lesson #5 - To live a successful life, I must know where to focus my life. 
Lesson #4 - To live a successful life, I must have spiritual discernment! 
Lesson #3 - To live a successful life, I must not be envious of  the wicked. 

Today’s Lesson is a combination of  lesson 1 & 2.  These two lessons go together. 
The world rejects both truths.  On God’s sovereignty, the world teaches that you are a god.  It 

rejects the Lord as the Sovereign One over all the universe. 
The world rejects the second lesson on accountability because the world teaches you are 

responsible only to yourself  and not accountable to a higher being.  Since the world rejects the Lord, 
it also rejects being accountable to the Lord. 
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However, the Christian must learn these two lessons on the sovereignty of  God and the 
accountability.  Because these two truths will make the difference in how you live your life. 

Lesson #2 & #1 Combined:  To live a successful life, I must understand God’s 
sovereignty and my accountability. 

Genesis 1:1 ESV “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 

Psalm 115:3 ESV “Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.” 

John 1:1–3 ESV “1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  

1:2 He was in the beginning with God.  
1:3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 

made that was made.” 

Colossians 1:15–17 ESV “1:15 ¶ He is the image of  the invisible God, the 
firstborn of  all creation.  

1:16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 
created through him and for him.  

1:17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” 

Revelation 4:11 ESV “¶ “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory 
and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and 
were created.”” 

It is crucial for you to understand two very important truths.  If  you do not understand these 
two truths, you will not live as you should.  These truths are essential for each person to understand 
and once they are understood, you will live differently. 

First, you understand that God is sovereign.  He is the only Lord of  Lords and King of  Kings.  
He is the creator of  all.  He is the giver and sustainer of  life.  If  we have another day, it is because 
He has allowed us to have another day. 

Second, you understand that you are accountable to Him.  One day you will recount your life to 
the Lord.  You will stand before Him and recount how you lived your life. 

Therefore, knowing these truths will make a difference in how you live your life. 

Luke 12:13–21 ESV “12:13 ¶ Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell 
my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 

12:14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 
12:15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all 

covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of  his possessions.” 
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12:16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of  a rich man produced 
plentifully, 

12:17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store 
my crops?’ 

12:18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger 
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 

12:19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many 
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 

12:20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of  you, and 
the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 

12:21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself  and is not rich toward 
God.”” 

When I understand that God is sovereign, I understand that: 

Isaiah 45:7–9 ESV “45:7 I form light and create darkness, I make well-being 
and create calamity, I am the Lord, who does all these things.  

45:8 ¶ “Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down 
righteousness; let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit; let 
the earth cause them both to sprout; I the Lord have created it.  

45:9 ¶ “Woe to him who strives with him who formed him, a pot among 
earthen pots! Does the clay say to him who forms it, ‘What are you making?’ or ‘Your 
work has no handles’?” 

God created the universe, therefore it belongs to Him. 

Genesis 1:31–2:4 ESV “1:31 And God saw everything that he had made, and 
behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth 
day.  

2:1 ¶ Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of  them.  
2:2 And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he 

rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done.  
2:3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested 

from all his work that he had done in creation.  
2:4 ¶ These are the generations of  the heavens and the earth when they were 

created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens” 

Colossians 1:15–17 ESV “1:15 ¶ He is the image of  the invisible God, the 
firstborn of  all creation.  

1:16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 
created through him and for him.  

1:17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” 
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Since God created the heavens and the earth, He is the owner of  it all.  It is His and He created 
it for His pleasure.  He can do with His creation as He pleases and there is no one who can question 
His authority over all the universe. 

“This is the essence of  God’s sovereignty; His absolute independence to do as He pleases and 
His absolute control over the actions of  all His creatures. No creature, person, or empire can either 
thwart His will or act outside the bounds of  His will.”1 

God established right and wrong according to His will. 

Genesis 2:15–17 ESV “2:15 ¶ The LORD God took the man and put him in the 
garden of  Eden to work it and keep it.  

2:16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat 
of  every tree of  the garden,  

2:17 but of  the tree of  the knowledge of  good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of  it you shall surely die.”” 

Exodus 20:1–17 ESV “20:1 ¶ And God spoke all these words, saying,  
20:2 ¶ “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of  the land of  Egypt, 

out of  the house of  slavery.  
20:3 ¶ “You shall have no other gods before me.  
20:4 ¶ “You shall not make for yourself  a carved image, or any likeness of  

anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth.  

20:5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God 
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of  the fathers on the children to the third and 
the fourth generation of  those who hate me,  

20:6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of  those who love me and keep 
my commandments.  

20:7 ¶ “You shall not take the name of  the LORD your God in vain, for the 
LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.  

20:8 ¶ “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  
20:9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your work,  
20:10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall 

not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your 
female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates.  

20:11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath 
day and made it holy.  

20:12 ¶ “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the 
land that the LORD your God is giving you.  

20:13 ¶ “You shall not murder. 
20:14 ¶ “You shall not commit adultery.  
20:15 ¶ “You shall not steal.  
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20:16 ¶ “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  
20:17 ¶ “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or 
anything that is your neighbor’s.”” 

God created the universe and established His principles and precepts.  He put the laws of  nature 
into place.  His moral code is how we are to live. He established the family as the basic unit of  
society.  He designed that marriage and intimacy would be between one man and one woman in the 
bonds of  holy matrimony. 

What He established is not based on society or the times, but are established throughout times 
as what is right and what is sin. 

God ordained His plan of  salvation before the foundation of  the world. 

1 Peter 1:17–21 ESV “1:17 And if  you call on him as Father who judges 
impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout 
the time of  your exile,  

1:18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold,  

1:19 but with the precious blood of  Christ, like that of  a lamb without blemish 
or spot.  

1:20 He was foreknown before the foundation of  the world but was made 
manifest in the last times for the sake of  you 

1:21 who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and 
gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.” 

God is omnipresent and omniscience.  He is everywhere and knows all things.  He knows the 
future and the past.  Nothing is hid from Him. 

Hebrews 4:13 ESV “And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are 
naked and exposed to the eyes of  him to whom we must give account.” 

He knew Adam and Eve would sin and would need a Savior.  Therefore, he established His plan 
of  salvation for mankind before the foundation of  the world.  He knew that His Son would have to 
die on the cross of  Calvary in order for man to be redeemed. 

We can argue all day long how a person should be saved; but God has already established His 
salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ, by faith in Him. 

John 3:16 ESV “¶ “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” 

Ephesians 2:1–10 ESV “2:1 ¶ And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 
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2:2 in which you once walked, following the course of  this world, following 
the prince of  the power of  the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of  
disobedience—  

2:3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of  our flesh, carrying out 
the desires of  the body and the mind, and were by nature children of  wrath, like the 
rest of  mankind. 

2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of  the great love with which he 
loved us,  

2:5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved—  

2:6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus,  

2:7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of  his 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  

2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of  God,  

2:9 not a result of  works, so that no one may boast.  
2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 

A person is saved by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and Him alone.  There is no other salvation 
than in Jesus Christ. 

Hebrews 2:3–4 ESV “2:3 how shall we escape if  we neglect such a great 
salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who 
heard,  

2:4 while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles 
and by gifts of  the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.” 

Acts 4:10–12 ESV “4:10 let it be known to all of  you and to all the people of  
Israel that by the name of  Jesus Christ of  Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well.  

4:11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has 
become the cornerstone. 

4:12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”” 

God sits on the Throne, not me. 

This shows me that I am not the ruler of  the universe and the world does not revolve around 
me.  God is the One who sits upon the Throne of  Glory. 

“Nothing is a surprise to God; nothing is a setback to His plans; nothing can thwart His 
purposes; and nothing is beyond His control. His sovereignty is absolute. Everything that happens is 
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uniquely ordained by God. Sovereignty is a weighty thing to ascribe to the nature and character of  
God. Yet if  He were not sovereign, He would not be God. The Bible is clear that God is in control 
of  everything that happens.”2 

Isaiah 6:1–8 ESV “6:1 ¶ In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of  his robe filled the temple.  

6:2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered 
his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  

6:3 And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of  hosts; 
the whole earth is full of  his glory!” 

6:4 ¶ And the foundations of  the thresholds shook at the voice of  him who 
called, and the house was filled with smoke.  

6:5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of  unclean lips, and 
I dwell in the midst of  a people of  unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of  hosts!”  

6:6 ¶ Then one of  the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal 
that he had taken with tongs from the altar.  

6:7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; 
your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”  

6:8 ¶ And I heard the voice of  the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”” 

If  you look into the Word of  God, you discover that every person who came into the presence 
of  God realized two things:  God’s holiness and his sinfulness. 

It is all about the Lord and not about me.  The world does not revolve around me.  I am not the 
center of  the universe. 

God is the Sovereign Lord who reigns over all! 

When I see the sovereignty of  God, I realize that I am 
accountable to Him. 

Romans 1:18–23 ESV “1:18 ¶ For the wrath of  God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of  men, who by their unrighteousness 
suppress the truth.  

1:19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them.  

1:20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of  the world, in the things that 
have been made. So they are without excuse.  

1:21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give 
thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened.  

1:22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools,  
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1:23 and exchanged the glory of  the immortal God for images resembling 
mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.” 

God in His sovereignty gave man the freewill to choose whether to serve the Lord or something 
else.  In the Garden of  Eden, He gave Adam and Eve the freewill to choose whether they would 
obey or disobey Him. 

Because God has given me a freewill, I am responsible and accountable for the choices I make in 
this life. 

Genesis 2:16–17 ESV “2:16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, 
“You may surely eat of  every tree of  the garden,  

2:17 but of  the tree of  the knowledge of  good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of  it you shall surely die.”” 

Joshua 24:15 ESV “And if  it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this 
day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond 
the River, or the gods of  the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.”” 

Mark 8:34 ESV “¶ And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to 
them, “If  anyone would come after me, let him deny himself  and take up his cross 
and follow me.” 

1 Peter 1:14–17 ESV “1:14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the 
passions of  your former ignorance,  

1:15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,  
1:16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”  
1:17 And if  you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to 

each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of  your exile,” 

I am accountable to God for how I live my life. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 ESV “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of  
Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, 
whether good or evil.” 

I am accountable to God for the words I have uttered. 

Matthew 12:36 ESV “I tell you, on the day of  judgment people will give 
account for every careless word they speak,” 

I am accountable to God for the sins I have committed. 
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Romans 6:23 ESV “For the wages of  sin is death, but the free gift of  God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Your sins are either still resting on you or have been forgiven by the blood of  Jesus Christ. 

Everyone will stand before God and give an account of  his or her life. 

Daniel 12:2–3 ESV “12:2 And many of  those who sleep in the dust of  the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.  

12:3 And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of  the sky above; 
and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.” 

Christian will stand before the judgment seat of  Christ. 

1 Corinthians 3:10–17 ESV “3:10 ¶ According to the grace of  God given to me, 
like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon 
it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it.  

3:11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.  

3:12 Now if  anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, straw—  

3:13 each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, 
because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of  work each one 
has done.  

3:14 If  the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will 
receive a reward.  

3:15 If  anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself  will 
be saved, but only as through fire.  

3:16 ¶ Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells 
in you?  

3:17 If  anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple 
is holy, and you are that temple.” 

After the rapture of  the church, every Christian will stand before the Judgment Seat of  Christ 
and give an account of  how they lived their life for the Lord.   

It is not a judgment on whether a person is saved or not.  Everyone who stands before the 
Judgment Seat of  Christ is saved.  The judgment is based on what they did for Christ. 

As Christians, we are building upon the foundation of  Jesus Christ.  As we live our lives, how we 
live for Christ makes a difference. 

Lost will stand before the Great White Throne Judgment. 
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Revelation 20:10–15 ESV “20:10 and the devil who had deceived them was 
thrown into the lake of  fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, 
and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  

20:11 ¶ Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From 
his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them.  

20:12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and 
books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of  life. And 
the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had 
done.  

20:13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up 
the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of  them, according to 
what they had done.  

20:14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of  fire. This is the 
second death, the lake of  fire.  

20:15 And if  anyone’s name was not found written in the book of  life, he was 
thrown into the lake of  fire.” 

Those who died without accepting Christ will be held in Hell awaiting their judgement before 
the Lord.  They will be judged at the Great White Throne judgment. 

This judgment is for those who have rejected Christ.  The judgment will be based on what they 
did in this life and will determine the degree of  punishment each one will receive in eternity. 

Everyone who is judged at this judgment will be eternally separated from the Lord and His 
saints. 

“When we understand the character of  God, when we grasp something of  His holiness, then we 
begin to understand the radical character of  our sin and hopelessness. Helpless sinners can survive 
only by grace. Our strength is futile in itself; we are spiritually impotent without the assistance of  a 
merciful God. We may dislike giving our attention to God's wrath and justice, but until we incline 
ourselves to these aspects of  God's nature, we will never appreciate what has been wrought for us 
by grace. Even Edwards's sermon on sinners in God's hands was not designed to stress the flames 
of  hell. The resounding accent falls not on the fiery pit but on the hands of  the God who holds us 
and rescues us from it. The hands of  God are gracious hands. They alone have the power to rescue 
us from certain destruction.”3 ― R.C. Sproul, The Holiness of  God 

Things to Consider 

1 Timothy 2:3–6 ESV “2:3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of  God 
our Savior, 

2:4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of  the 
truth. 

2:5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus, 

2:6 who gave himself  as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the 
proper time.” 
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2 Peter 3:9 ESV “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance.” 

God’s judgments are not just written to show man God is waiting just to judge you, but to show 
you His grace in warning you of  the coming judgment so you can prepare to meet the Lord.  His 
grace and mercy is expressed throughout the Scriptures to warn the person from traveling down the 
road of  life without Christ. 

His desire is for all to come to His Son for salvation.  It is a gift but one that must be received by 
faith for there is no other way for a person to come to the Lord but through Jesus Christ. 

Every day is a day of  Grace giving the person the opportunity to turn to the Lord in faith. 

Mark 13:32–37 ESV “13:32 ¶ “But concerning that day or that hour, no one 
knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

13:33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. 
13:34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 

servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 
13:35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of  the 

house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the 
morning— 

13:36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 
13:37 And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”” 

Our accountability to God should wake us up to how we are living.  It should encourage and 
spurn us forward to living a holy life before the Lord.  We do not know when the Lord is going to 
return, but we know He will return.  Therefore, we must be diligent in doing His will until He calls 
us home or returns to rapture His church. 

Romans 12:1–2 ESV “12:1 ¶ I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies 
of  God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship. 

12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of  
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of  God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.” 

He is successful in having an influence on others for Christ because he lives his life considers 
God’s sovereignty and his accountability.  He weighs what he does.  According to God's word, he 
decides. The Holy Spirit guides him through life.  He avoids sin. 

His life can be summed up with two words:  trust and obey because he has surrendered his life 
to Christ. 

Are you trusting and obey the Lord? 
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