
Tested and found wanting? - Lesson 5 

1 John 2:3-11 

Every aspect of  life has a test associated with it.  We tested metal to show its purity.  We tested 
iron and steel to show its strength.  We test diamonds to show it's clarity.  We test gold to show its 
purity.   

We go through all kinds of  test in our life.  If  you are sick today with a cold or flu-like 
symptoms, you are tested for COVID.  If  you are getting your Drivers license, you will be tested.  If  
you are getting your drone license, you are tested.  Even your faith is tested to see if  it is genuine. 

God tested Abraham. 

Genesis 22:1–2 ESV “22:1 ¶ After these things God tested Abraham and said to 
him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”  

22:2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of  Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of  the mountains 
of  which I shall tell you.”” 

Genesis 22:10–13 ESV “22:10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took 
the knife to slaughter his son.  

22:11 But the angel of  the LORD called to him from heaven and said, 
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”  

22:12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for 
now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, 
from me.”  

22:13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was 
a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and 
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of  his son.” 

1 Peter 1:6–7 ESV “1:6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if  
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials,  

1:7 so that the tested genuineness of  your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of  Jesus Christ.” 

God tests our faith so we may know if  we really believe in Him or not. 
John writes to the churches for ones to look at their lives to see if  they really know Jesus Christ 

as their savior.  He wants them to examine their lives, not someone else’s but theirs.  So when you 
read 1st John, look at yourself  and take your eyes off  what others are doing.  This is a self-
examination test.  This test has different parts. 
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Test section #1:  Am I obeying the Word of  God? 

1 John 2:3–6 ESV “2:3 And by this we know that we have come to know him, 
if  we keep his commandments.  

2:4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him,  

2:5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of  God is perfected. By 
this we may know that we are in him:  

2:6 whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he 
walked.” 

Am I obeying God’s commandments? 

What is the first part of  the test to determine if  I know Jesus or not?  Obedience!  Without 
obedience to the Word of  God, you fail the test. 

There is one brief  word which carries so much weight and the word is “If.” 
If  is a conditional word, it means that the first is true only if  the corresponding condition is 

met.  The first statement is contingent upon the completion of  the second.  Notice the progression: 
a person can know God only if  they are being obedient to His commandments. 

John 14:15 ESV “¶ “If  you love me, you will keep my commandments.”  

John 14:23–24 ESV “14:23 Jesus answered him, “If  anyone loves me, he will 
keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our 
home with him. 

14:24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that 
you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.” 

John 15:10 ESV “If  you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.”  

John 15:14 ESV “You are my friends if  you do what I command you.”  

“This is the only proper evidence of  love to Jesus, for mere profession is no 
proof  of  love; but that love for him which leads us to do all his will, to love 
each other, to deny ourselves, to take up our cross, and to follow him 
through evil report and through good report, is true attachment. The 
evidence which we have that a child loves its parents is when that child is 
willing, without hesitation, gainsaying, or complaining, to do all that the 
parent requires him to do. So the disciples of  Christ are required to show 
that they are attached to him supremely by yielding to all his requirements, 
and by patiently doing his will in the face of  ridicule and opposition.”1  
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Professing knowledge of  God without obedience to God’s word is not knowledge but self  
delusion! 

So what happens if  a person proclaims to know the Lord, but does not keep His word?  Is he or 
she saved?  Can one know Christ without being obedient to His word? 

1 John 2:4 ESV “Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his 
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him,”  

John speaks a lot about someone saying something, but their lives do not align with their words.  
Notice in this verse if  a person says he knows the Lord yet does not keep the Lord’s 
commandments, he is a liar.  The word translated ‘liar’ means a faithless person or a false person.   

Matthew 7:21 ESV “¶ “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
the kingdom of  heaven, but the one who does the will of  my Father who is in 
heaven.” 

Mark 7:6 ESV “And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of  you 
hypocrites, as it is written, “‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is 
far from me;” 

Ezekiel 33:31–32 ESV “33:31 And they come to you as people come, and they 
sit before you as my people, and they hear what you say but they will not do it; for 
with lustful talk in their mouths they act; their heart is set on their gain.  

33:32 And behold, you are to them like one who sings lustful songs with a 
beautiful voice and plays well on an instrument, for they hear what you say, but they 
will not do it.” 

Just because one professes faith does not mean they have faith.  James speaks about this in 
relation to Abraham and his faith with his works. 

James 2:20–24 ESV “2:20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that 
faith apart from works is useless?  

2:21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his 
son Isaac on the altar?  

2:22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was 
completed by his works;  

2:23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it 
was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of  God.  

2:24 You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.” 

James is writing about the practical aspect of  a saving faith in one’s life.  One who knows the 
Lord will live for the Lord because He has changed their lives.  His works proved Abraham’s faith.  
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Please note that works do not come before salvation but after salvation.  Grace and grace alone 
saves a person through faith in Jesus Christ.  But after they are saved, then their works testify of  
their faith.  Paul writes about this in his letter to the Ephesians. 

Ephesians 2:8–10 ESV “2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of  God,  

2:9 not a result of  works, so that no one may boast.  
2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 

Notice verse 10, we are his workmanship created for good works. 

What will obedience produce in my life? 

A perfected (mature, complete) love of  God 

1 John 2:5 ESV “but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of  God is 
perfected. By this we may know that we are in him:” 

Perfected means teleio’w teleioo {tel-i-o'-o AV - make perfect 12, perfect 4, finish 4, fulfil 2, be 
perfect 1, consecrate 1; 24 •  1) to make perfect, complete 1a) to carry through completely, to 
accomplish, finish, bring to an end 2) to complete (perfect) 2a) add what is yet  wanting in order to 
render a thing full 2b) to be found perfect 3) to bring to the end (goal) proposed 4) to accomplish 
4a) bring to a close or fulfilment by  event 4a1) of  the prophecies of  the scriptures   

A walk (behavior, conduct) like Christ walked 

1 John 2:6 ESV “whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way 
in which he walked.” 

A person who is in obedience to the commandments of  the Lord are walking with the Lord in 
his life.  He is abiding in Christ.  The word abide means to dwell with, stay with, abide with, continue 
with.  A person who knows the Lord daily follows the Lord. 

The Christian has a duty or obligation to Christ to proceed through his life in the same manner 
that Christ did. 

“Abiding in Jesus” is described by Jesus Himself  as similar to a branch abiding in the vine. 

John 15:4–5 ESV “15:4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 
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15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” 

There is a union, or attachment, between the branch and vine.  The branch (Christian) cannot 
continue outside the vine, there has to be a union.  From this union comes a communion, or 
sharing. 

John 8:31 ESV “¶ So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If  you 
abide in my word, you are truly my disciples,” 

  
Luke 6:40 ESV “A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is 

fully trained will be like his teacher.”  

Why do I obey God’s commandments? 

There are three main reasons the Christian obeys the commandments of  the Lord.  These three 
run in progression or growth, beginning from the first reason to the greatest reason. 

Just like you teach your children obedience, the Lord teaches us.  When your child is a toddler, 
you teach them to obey because you said to obey.  As they get older, you teach them to obey and 
give them the reasons why to obey.  When they are grown, they obey out of  love.  This is a 
progression and growth. 

I obey the Lord because He told me to obey. 

Exodus 20:1–17 ESV “20:1 ¶ And God spoke all these words, saying,  
20:2 ¶ “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of  the land of  Egypt, 

out of  the house of  slavery.  
20:3 ¶ “You shall have no other gods before me.  
20:4 ¶ “You shall not make for yourself  a carved image, or any likeness of  

anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth.  

20:5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God 
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of  the fathers on the children to the third and 
the fourth generation of  those who hate me,  

20:6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of  those who love me and keep 
my commandments.  

20:7 ¶ “You shall not take the name of  the LORD your God in vain, for the 
LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.  

20:8 ¶ “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  
20:9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your work,  
20:10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall 

not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your 
female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates.  
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20:11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath 
day and made it holy.  

20:12 ¶ “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the 
land that the LORD your God is giving you.  

20:13 ¶ “You shall not murder. 
20:14 ¶ “You shall not commit adultery.  
20:15 ¶ “You shall not steal.  
20:16 ¶ “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  
20:17 ¶ “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or 
anything that is your neighbor’s.”” 

I obey the Lord because He loves me. 

Romans 5:8 ESV “but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” 

Romans 12:1–2 ESV “12:1 ¶ I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies 
of  God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship. 

12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of  
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of  God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.” 

I obey the Lord because I realize He loves me and sent His son to die for me on Calvary’s cross.  
When my obedience goes from seeing the Lord on the throne to seeing the Lord, my Heavenly 
Father, as the One who loves me. 

I obey the Lord because all He has done for me.  He has forgiven, cleanses, redeemed, 
protected, provided, and so much more.   

I obey the Lord because I love Him. 

Psalm 18:1–3 ESV “18:1 ¶ I love you, O LORD, my strength.  
18:2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my 

rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of  my salvation, my stronghold.  
18:3 I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from 

my enemies.” 

Key:  When you realize He calls you to obey because He loves you and wants what is 
best for you. 

When you see His hand in your life daily and you realize how much He loves you, then you obey 
because you love Him.  Like a child when he grows up and listens and obeys his parents because he 
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loves them and wants to please them.  Even when you see His hand of  discipline as a loving Father 
who corrects the ones He loves. 

Hebrews 12:6, 10–11 ESV “12:6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and 
chastises every son whom he receives.”  

12:10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he 
disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness.  

12:11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but 
later it yields the peaceful fruit of  righteousness to those who have been trained by 
it.” 

Test section #2:  How can I keep God’s word if  I hate my 
brother? 

1 John 2:7–11 ESV “2:7 ¶ Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, 
but an old commandment that you had from the beginning. The old commandment 
is the word that you have heard.  

2:8 At the same time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to you, 
which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true 
light is already shining.  

2:9 Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness.  
2:10 Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no 

cause for stumbling.  
2:11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the 

darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded 
his eyes.” 

Now, we understand one cannot fail the first part of  the test and pass the next part and think 
that everything is okay.  If  a person is obedient to the Word of  God but does not love his brother, 
then he is not obedient to God’s Word because the second greatest commandment is to love your 
neighbor as yourself.  See how many times the Lord tells us to love one another. 

John 13:34–35 ESV “13:34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 

13:35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if  you have love 
for one another.”” 

John 15:12, 17 ESV “15:12 ¶ “This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. 

15:17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another.”  
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Romans 12:10 ESV “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one 
another in showing honor.”  

Romans 13:8 ESV “¶ Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the 
one who loves another has fulfilled the law.”  

2 Corinthians 13:11 ESV “¶ Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, 
comfort one another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of  love and 
peace will be with you.”  

Galatians 5:13 ESV “¶ For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not 
use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one 
another.”  

Ephesians 4:2 ESV “with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another in love,”  

1 Thessalonians 3:12 ESV “and may the Lord make you increase and abound 
in love for one another and for all, as we do for you,”  

Old and New Commandment: 

The Word of  God is both old and new.  It is old in that John has preached and taught the truth 
of  the Gospel before.  It is new because it brings new truth to light as one continues into its 
message.  The Word of  God is both old and new. 

John 13:34 ESV “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” 

New Hope found in Jesus Christ, the light of  the world. 

Jesus is the light that has come into the world.  He is the opposite of  darkness; He is the light of  
the world. 

John 1:4 ESV “In him was life, and the life was the light of  men.” 
  
John 12:35–36 ESV “12:35 So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a 

little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one 
who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. 

12:36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons 
of  light.” ¶ When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself  from 
them.” 
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Who is his brother? 

Greek word - adelphos {ad-el-fos'}  •  from 1 (as a connective particle) and delphus (the 
womb); TDNT - 1:144,22; n m •  AV - brother 346; 346 •  1) a brother, whether born of  the same 
two parents or only of  the same father or mother 2) having the same national ancestor, belonging to 
the same  people, or countryman 3) any fellow or man 4) a fellow believer, united to another by the 
bond of  affection 5) an associate in employment or office 6)  brethren in Christ 6a) his brothers by 
blood 6b) all men 6c) apostles 6d) Christians, as those who are exalted to the same heavenly place   

Reference is to those who are his brothers and sisters in the faith – beyond the physical family.  
A brother is a fellow Christian!  It is not referring to the general brother hood of  man but the 
family of  God. 

1 Thessalonians 4:9 ESV “¶ Now concerning brotherly love you have no need 
for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one 
another,” 
  

What does it mean to hate your brother? 

Remember that John stresses the importance of  doing rather than saying.  A person can say, 
“Oh yes I love him or her.”  But, when the actions show hatred and despising, then the words are 
empty. 

1 John 3:14–18 ESV “3:14 We know that we have passed out of  death into life, 
because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death.  

3:15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life abiding in him.  

3:16 ¶ By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to 
lay down our lives for the brothers.  

3:17 But if  anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet 
closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?  

3:18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.” 

mise÷w: to dislike strongly, with the implication of  aversion and hostility — ‘to hate, to detest2 

“A man who lives, not by what he loves but what he hates, is a sick man.” —Archibald 
MacLeish3 

“Hatred is the madness of  the heart.” —Lord Byron4 

Hate means the absence of  love and the presence of  hatred.  Hatred is to detest, pursue with 
hate, to be hateful.  To hate a brother is to despise, detest, and to dislike.  Hatred is to speak against, 
work against, and seek to harm the other one. 
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Ephesians 4:30–5:2 ESV “4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of  God, by 
whom you were sealed for the day of  redemption.  

4:31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put 
away from you, along with all malice.  

4:32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you.  

5:1 ¶ Therefore be imitators of  God, as beloved children.  
5:2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself  up for us, a fragrant 

offering and sacrifice to God.” 

Colossians 3:12–14 ESV “3:12 ¶ Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,  

3:13 bearing with one another and, if  one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  

3:14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony.” 

When I worked at CIBA, I had two friends.  Both were good friends but they despised one 
another.  You could be carrying on a conversation with one and everything would be just fine.  The 
other person could walk into the room and both of  their demeanors would change drastically.  They 
hated one another and it was evident. 

Two results of  hatred of  brethren 
1 John 2:11 ESV “But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks 

in the darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has 
blinded his eyes.” 

He is in darkness, not in fellowship with Christ, because Christ is light. 
Darkness is referring to sin.  He is in sin because of  his hatred for his brother. 
He does not know where he is going because he has been blinded by the darkness. 

2 Corinthians 4:4 ESV “In their case the god of  this world has blinded the 
minds of  the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of  the gospel of  the 
glory of  Christ, who is the image of  God.”  

Things to Consider: 

1.  How can I know I am saved, when I am obedient to God’s word! 

Look at your life.  Are you faithful in keeping the Word of  God?  Does God’s word guide your 
life, decisions, conversations, and conduct in life?  Do you come to church, sing praise songs and 
hymns, listen to sermons, and yet see no change in your heart, attitude, conduct, decisions, and life? 
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